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Clifford Goldstein, Editor of

ifty years after Soviet troops liberated
Auschwitz, they are
now in Grozny. Fifty
years after the end of the murder
of the Jews, terrorists in Israel are
killing Jews. Fifty years after the
worst attempt at genocide in modern history, Muslims are being
"ethnically cleansed" in the former
Yugoslavia. Fifty years after the
wor„t onslaught of anti-Semitism
the Jews ever faced, neo-Nazis
stomp through Germany.
Fifty years after Auschwitz,
what have we learned? Apparently, not much.
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Of course, progress has been
made. Jewish and Christian relations, though having their ups
and downs over the years, have
greatly improved, at least on an
official level, in the past few decades. The Catholic Church, after centuries, has exonerated the
Jews from the death of Jesus, a
charge that has led the faithful,
however unreasonably, to feel it
was a God-given duty to punish
those Jews born centuries after
the fact. And the Pope, though
more than once trashing Jewish
feelings—bestowing honors on
suspected war criminal Kurt
Waldheim and having an audi-

ence with Yasir Arafat (though,
let's face it, if Rabin can meet
with him, who's to fault the
Pope?)—has done a lot to improve relations, everything from
symbolism (speaking in a Roman synagogue) to substance
(reestablishing diplomatic relations with Israel). Recently, the
Pope also agreed to review requests by Jewish leaders to publish an encyclical denouncing
anti-Semitism.
All the official pronouncements and encyclicals, however,
can't change people's hearts, and
even where the ghosts of murApril 1995/SHABBATSHALOM
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"The old specter returns,"
said an article in Newsweek a few
years ago. "Anti-Semitism, the
offspring of unbridled religion
and nationalism, is working the
fringes of the new politics in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
S u p e r p a t r i o t s from
Pamyat terrify the Jews of Moscow with rumors of a pogrom.
Rightists campaigning in the
Hungarian elections made coded
attacks on 'cosmopolitans' and
daubed walls with the Arrow
Cross of fascism. In Romania,
old cranks from the Iron
G u a r d — N a z i h e n c h m e n in
World War II—hope for a comeback. Fanatics in Poland, the
furnace of the Holocaust, know
how to practice anti-Semitism,
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dered Jews haunt the land, antiS e m i t i s m , even a m o n g the
churched, still lurks. With the
demise of Soviet communism
has come resurgence of nationalism and its usual bedfellow of
anti-Semitism.
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even without Jews."*
T h e article was written in
1990, long before anyone ever
heard of Vladimir Zhirinovsky,
which itself says a lot. Indeed,
long after the euphoria of the
collapse of the Berlin Wall and
the success of the Velvet Revolution has worn off, and the hard
economic and political realities
of the post Cold War world set
in, people are going to need a
scapegoat. As usual, it will be
the Jews. It's worked for centuries, so why stop now?

Fifty years after Auschwitz,
we have learned that, despite the
Jewish slogan, "Never Again," it
can happen again. While individual Christians risked their
l i v e s — a n d even gave their
lives—to help Jews, the Holocaust has been and will always
r e m a i n a blot on E u r o p e a n
Christianity. A sin like that isn't
easily atoned for. Fifty years after Auschwitz, we have learned
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'Tom Mathews, Rod Nordland, and
Carroll Bogert, "The Long Shadow,"
Newsweek, 7 May 1990, p. 34.
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Johannes Baptist M e t z

{TheEmergent Church [New York: Crossroad, 1981], p. 28)
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that the best you can do is work
hard to ensure that it never happens again.
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It's a sad but unfortunate fact
that much of the European antiSemitism is often related to
Christianity. Never mind that
Jesus was a Jew, that the Bible
writers were Jewish, or that the
Bible teaches the faithful to
love—it seems that the antiSemites just don't get it. And
until the church takes a lead in
teaching the faithful to practice
their religion, not just use its
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symbols, the problem will not be
solved. We appreciate the steps
taken by the Roman hierarchy.
If only the other churches would
take similar approaches.

